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PREFACE. 



The important changes which have taken, and still take place 
in Japan, being a frequent subject of discussion in foreign publica- 
tions, the Japanese Centennial Commission has decided upon pub- 
lishing the following pages, in order to furnish such authentical infor- 
mation as may be welcome to all those who study the history of 
nations. Besides the outlines of Japanese history and geography, 
they contain the plan of organization of the central government, 
and a complete list of the various government officers, with the 
duties assigned to them. Finally, some financial and commei'cial 
statements have been added, chiefly witli regard to the foreign trade 
of Japan. 

PMladelphia, My nth, 181(i. 
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NIPPON, JAPAN. 



REIGNING SOVEREIGN AND FAMILY. 

Tenno Miitsu Hito, Emperor of Japan, born at Kiyoto, on tLe 
22d day of the 9th month, in the 5th year of Kayei (Nov. 3d, 1852) , 
second son of the late Emperor Komei Tenno and of the Empress 
Fujiwsira Asako ; nominated Prince Imperial and heir-apparent on 
the 28th day of tlie 9th month of the Ist year of Man-yen (Nov. 
10th, 1860) ; succeeded to the throne on the death of his father, on 
the 9th day of the 1st month, 2d year of Kei-6 (Feb. 13th, 1867) ; 
crowned at Kiyoto on the 27th day of the 8th month, ith year of 
Kei-O (Oct. 12th, 13fi8). 

On the 8th day of the 9th month, 4th year of Kei-fi (Oct. 23d, 
1868 \ the Emperor chose the name of Mei-ji to designate the era of 
his reign ; married on the 28th day of the 12th month, 1st year of 
Mei-ji (Feb. 9th, 1869). 

Habuko, Empress of Japan, danghter of Ichijo Tadaka, noble 
of 1st rank, bom the llth day of the 4th month, 3d year of Kaye 
(May 2flth, 1850). 

Shigheko, Time no Miya, daughter of the Emperor, bom the 25th 
day of the 1st month, 8th yeai- of Mei-ji (Jan. 25th, 1875). 

PARENTS OF THE EMPEROR. 

KoMBi Tenno, father of the Emperor, 4th son of Ninko Tenno 
and of the Empress Fujiwara Yasuko. 

Asako, Empress dowager, daughter of Kujo Naotada ; bom the 
14th day of the 12th month, 4th year of Temp6 (Jan. aSd, 1834). 

OTHER MEMBERS OF THE IMPERIAL FAMILY. 
Princess Katsura Sumiko, 3d daughter of Ninko Tenno. 

" Chikako, Sei Eiiwan-inno Miya, Sthdaughterof Ninko Tenno. 
Prince Taka Hito, Arisu Gawa no Miya. 

" Tarn Hito, Arisu Gawa " 

" Yoshi Aki, Higaahi Fushimi " 

" Akira, Yamashina " 

" Morinaga, Nashimoto " 

" Sadanaru, Pushimi " 

" Hirotsune, KuwachO " 

" Asa Hiko, Kuni " 

" Yoshi Hisa, Kita Shirakawa " 
Pi-inceas Sojun, Fushimi no Miya. 



Prince Yasu, Kan In no Miya- 

(6) 
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CHIIONOLOGICAL LIST OF THK EMPERORS, WITH THE 
DATES OF THEIR ACCESSION TO THE THRONE. 
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151 
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131 


i 14. .Chiuai 
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33. Suiko " Empress, 
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34. Jomei " 










35. Kokioku " Empress, 
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48. Shotoku " Emprees, 
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1441 
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63. Reiaei 
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967 
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1644 
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1676 


1016 
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1732 
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73. Horikawa 








1 1746 
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1133 


78. Konoye 
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1168 


79 Bokuiio " 








1 1835 


1165 


80. Takakui'a 










1168 


81 Antoku " 








i 1840 


1180 


83. Gotoba 










1843 


1183 


as. Tsucbimikado Tenno, 








1858 




84. Juntoku " 








1870 


1210 


85. Cbiukio " 








1881 


1331 


86. Gohorikawa 








1883 




87. Shijio 








1893 


1333 


88. Goaaga " 








1903 




89. Gofukakusa 








1906 


1346 


90. Kameyaina " 
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ORGANIZATION 



JAPANESE GOVERNMENT. 



1.— DAI-JO KTIVFAN. 
The supreme legislative and executive power of the Japanese 
Empire is vested in the Dai- Jo Kuwan. 

The Dai-Jo Kuwan superintends the action of the Genro-In 
(Deliberative Assembly) and of the several branches of the general 
adminiatralion. 

The Dai-Jo Kuwan compriaeK ; 

A. The Sei-In, which means the " Supreme Chambei' " or the 
" Great Council of State.'' H. M. the Emperor in person, presides 
over this " Chamber "; he decides and orders the affairs concerning 
the general administration of the Empire. 

Besides the Emperor, the Sei-In consists of the following members : 

1. Dai-Jo Dai-Jin (Prime Minister of State). 
TLe functions of this offieer are to assist and to advise the Emperor, 
according to the beat of hie ability, in ordering and deciding all affairs 
of a deliberative and of an executive character. 

2 Sa-Dai-Jin (Gi-eat Councillor of the Lei't) and U-Dai-Jin 
(Great Councillor of the Eight). 
The functions of these two officers are to adjust and to discuss alt 
affairs of importance. Either of these two officers is entitled to occupy 
the place of Prime Minister, when this post becomes vacant. 
3. Sanghi (Councillors of State), no fixed number. 
Their functions are to debate all State affairs. 
In connection with the Sei-In, are the following : 

1. Shikuwan (Secretaries) whose titles are : 
1st Secretaries, Dai-shi. 
'2d " Gron-dai-shi, 

3d " Sho-shi. 

4 th " Gon-sho-shi. 

The duties of these officers are to draft edicts, commissions and 
official documents, to manage sundry matters in the Dai-Jo Kuwan, 
keep the archives of the Empire, to receive documents from and 
to issue notifications to the different administrative branches of the 
Government, 
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2, Shuki {L4erks>, no sjieeitieil mirabpr. 

These officers perform theii' duties undei' the direction of the above 
named secretaries. 

3. Toneri (Attendants) twenty in number. 

Affairs concerning the general administration of the Empire are 
usually executed by deciaiou of the Emperor thi'ough the advice and 
the assistance of the Prime Minister and after discussion and adjust- 
ment by the two Great Councillors of the Left and of the Right and 
the other Councillors of State. 

Affairs concerning the Legislation are forwai'ded from the Sei-Tn to 
the Genro-In (Deliberative Assembly^ to be debated. 

Imperial letters and special instructions must, when issued, bear 
the countersignature of the Prime Minister. 

The laws and edicts are promulgated by tiie Prime Minister. 

B. Hosei Kiyoku (Law-fi-aming Commission). 

This is composed of : 
X. Chokuwau (President). 
2. Hosei Kuwan of the 1st degree "^ 

> Chief Clerks : ten altogether 



4. " " " 3d 

b. " " " -ith 

The duties of this commission are to frame or to draft laws accord- 
ing to the instruclions they receive from the Sei-In. 
fi, Shoki (assistant clerks) ten in number. 

When laws are to be newly formed or revised at the Sei-In, com- 
munication is made to this otflee, with instructions to examine and 
draft the same. 

Public or private bills prepared at and presented by the Genro-In 
or by the various Departments to the Sei-In, are sent from the latter 
to this oflice, to be examined and commented upon, and when amend- 
ments are required, they are drafted in the Hosei Kiyoku. 

When bills, either newly formed or revised at the Sei-In, are sent 
to the Genro-In, the President of the Hosei Kiyoku or the officer next 
in authority, is ordered to he present at the debates to answer inquiries 
or to furnish explanations that may be wanted by members of that 
assembly. 

C. Shushi Kiyoku (Imperial History Office). 
Historical Branch. 
1. Sosai, Chief Historiograplier. 

■i,. Fuku-Sosai, 2d ' " 
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3. Soyetsu, 3il Historiograplier. 

4. Shasen, 4th " 

5. Kiyo Shu, 5th 

6. Shoki, (Clerks). 

7. Zen-Sha-Sei (Copyists). 
Chishikuwa — (Geographical Branch). 

Chief Geographer. 
2A " 

Geographers. 
I). ShikibH Eiyo (Office of Ceremonies), 

1. Kami, Marshal of Ceremonies. 

2. Gon-no-Kami, Master " 

3. Sute, Ist Assistant " 

4. Gon-no-Suke, 2d 

5. Sakuwan, Clerks. 

The duties of these officers are to administer all rules of etiquette 
and of religious ceremonies. 
(I. Shoten. 
The duty of this officer is to superintended religious services and 
offerings. 

t. Kambe. 
This officer has the management of sundry affairs concerning reli- 
gious ceremonies, 

8. Kei-ji% Musicians. 

II.— GENEO-IN. (Deliberative Assembly.) 
The Genro-In is an assembly appointed to deliberate upon legisla- 
tion ; it has authority to propose the adoption of new laws, and the 
amendment of those actually in force. 
1. Ghi-Cho (President). 
3. Fuku-Ghi-Cho (Vice-President). 
3. Ghi-Kuwan (Members), 
Attached to it are the following : 

Sho Ki-Kuwan (Secretaries) witli the titles of: 
n. Dai Shoki-Kuwan, 1st Secretary. 
*. Gon-dai-Shoki " 2d " 
e. Sho-Shoki " 3d 

<?. Gon-Sho-Shoki " 4th " 
e. Shoki-Sei (Clerks). 
Drafts of biHs either newly proposed or revised, are sent to this 
assembly by the Emperor ; but all bills, including those proposed by 
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tills body, can neithei' be examined, discussed or voted, without tlie 
consent of the Emperor. 

The Genro-Iu has the privilege of investigating the action of the 
executive branches of the Government, and when such action is 
found contrary to the laws and rules established, the members are 
required to report the same to the Emperor, but have no power to 
deliberate for promoting or dismissing officers. 

The President, Vice-President and members of this Assembly are 
selected from among the membei-s of the Imperial family, the Ku- 
waaokus (late Daimiyos and Kuges) and Tchokunin, officers ranking 
above the 4th grade. In addition, persons who have distinguished 
themselves by serving the counti-y meritoriously, or those who possess 
a thorough knowledge of politics or laws can be selected. 

HI.— GUWAI-MU-SHO. (Department for Foreign Affairs.) 

1. Kiyo (Minister), always a Sanghi (Councillor of 

State). 

This minister exercises a supreme control in all matters relating to 
his department, without any exception, and has also the same control 
over other sub-departments or officers, if any, connected with his 
department. 

The powers and functions of Kiyos in every other departments are 
identical. 

2. Tayu and Shoyu (first and second Vice-Mioisters). 
The functions of Vice- Ministers are similar to those of Minister i 

they can be his representatives while he is absent, or replace him 
when his post becomes vacant. 

The powers and functions of Vice-Miniaters in eveiy other depart- 
ment are identical. 

3. Dai-j6, Secretary of 1st degree. 
Gon-dai-j8 " 2d " 
Sho-j6 " 3d " 
Gon-sho-j6 " 4 th " 

The duties of these officers are to transact special details of busi- 
ness under direction of the Minister. 

The Dai-j6 and Sho-j6 have the immediate direction of sub- 
departments or officers, in case any such exist. 

The functions of Dai-jfl and Sho-j8 in every other departments 
are identical. 

4. Roku (Clerks). 
Hissei (Copyists). 
Sei-sho (Attendants). 
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Tliesc officers have to discharge their respective duties unAnv t!ie 
direction of the chiefs of the different sub-department or officers to 
which they belong. 

Their duties are sirailai' in a!i other departments. 

Diplomatic and Conbulab Service. 
1. Toku Mei Zen Ken Ko Shi, Envoy Extraordinary 

and Minister Plenipotentiary. 
3. Benri Ko Shi, Jlinister Resident, 

3. Dai Ri Ko Shi, Charge d' Affaires. 

4. Sho Ki Kuwan, Secretaries of Legation. 
b. Sho Ki Sei, Clerks. 

1. So Rio Ji) Consul General. 

2. Bio Ji, Consul 

3. Fuku Rio Ji, Vice-Coiisul. 

4. Sho Ki Kuwan, Consulai' Seci-etaries. 

5. Sho Ki Sei, Clerks. 

The above-named offieere represent Japan in i lie different coun- 
fi'ies with which friendly treaties have been concluded, 

NAI-MU-SHO. (Home Department.) 
This department lias to provide for tlie general tranquility of the 
Empire, and the protection of the people. 
Seven sub-departments are under it : 

1. Kuwan Giyo Riyo (the Board of Agriculture, lndusti7 

and Commerce. 

2. Kei-Ho-Eiyo (Central and Provincial Administrative 

Police Office). 

3. Teki-Tei-Riyo (General Post Office). 

4. Doboku Riyo (Office of Roads and Bridges). 

5. Chin Riyo (Public Land Office), 

a. Ko Seki Riyo (General Registrar's Office). 
7. Dzu Sho Riyo (Record Office). 
Officers, 

1. Kiyo (Minister), always a Sanghi (Councillor of State). 

2. One Tayu and one Shoyu (first and second Vlce-Miu- 

istei-s.) 

3. Dai-jo and Sh6-jo (Secretaries). 

4. Roku (Clerks). 

Each of the seven above-mentioned sub-departments is composed 
of the following officers : 
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(/. Kami (Superintendent or Directov). 

b. Gion-no-Kami (Vice-Director). 

c. Suke (1st Assistant). 

fl. Gon-no-Snke (2nd Assistant). 
e. Sakuwaii (Clerks). 

OKURA SHO. (Finance department.) 
This department has the management of all affairs coDcerning the 
Public Treasury, collection of taxes, the census, etc. FAght suh- 
departmenta are under it ; 

1, Sojei Eiyo (OfBee of Eevenue.) 

2. Zdhei Eiyo. (The Mint.) 

'■i. Shi-hei Eiyo. (Currency office.) 

4. Sui-n6 Eiyo. (Treasurer's office.) 

5. To-Kei Eiyo. (Statistical office.) 

a. Ken-sa Eiyo. (Comptroller's office ) 
t. Koku-sa.i Eiyo. (Public debt office.) 
8. Ki-roku Eiyo. (Registrar's office.) 
Officees. 

1, Kiyo (Minister), always a Sanghi (Councillor of State). 

2, One Tayu and one Sbfiyu (First and Second Vice- 

Ministere). 

3. Dai-j6 and Sho-jO (Secretaries). 

4. Roku (Clerks'. 

Each of the above-named eight sub-departments contain the same 
officials, as stated Id respect to those of the Home Department. 
RIKU GUN SHO. (War Department.) 
This department has the general control of affairs concerning the 
army, and the direction of the six military stations. Five officers, or 
bureaus, and three sub -departments are uncler it : 

Ofpiceus. 

1. Kiyo (Minister). 

2. One Tayu and one Shoyu (First and Second 

Vice-Minister). 

3. Dai-jo and Sho-j& (Secretary). 

Minister's Private Cauiubt. 
Bou Cho, Tai Sa, Chief of the Staff, 1 Colonel. 

San Bou, Chiu Sa, Staff Officer, 1 Lieutenant Colonel. 

Den Eei Shi, Shou Sa, Orderly Officers, 1 Major. 
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Hou Hei-Sliou Sa 1 Do. of Anilbrj-. 

Den Kei I kwan, Tai 1 Captain of Infantry. 

Ki Hei Tai 1 Do. of Cavalry. 

Kou Hei, Do. 1 Do. of Engineer. 

Tim IsT BuKEAu has charge of the general military correspondence. 
TnK 2d " has charge, of affairs concerning Infantry and 

Cavalry, 
The '6v " " " affairs concerning Artillery. 

The 4th " " " affairs concerning the Corps of 

Engineers. 
The 5th " " " affairs conceniing thy Commis- 

sariat. 
General OmcERS. 
1. Tai-sho, General. 
3. Ohu-jo, Lieu ten ant- General. 
S. Sho-sho, Brigadier-General. 

Field Ofiiceks. 

1. Tai-sa, Colonel. 

2. Ciiu-sa, Lieutenant- Colonel. 
'S. Sho-sa, Major. 

BuEVF.T Oppicers. 

1. Tai-i, Captain. 

2. Chu-i, Lieutenant. 

3. Sho-i, Sub-Lieutenant. 

StlB-DEfARTMENTS. 



Kwal-kei TSu, Accounts and Millitary Stores. 

1. Kantokii-chio (Intendant-General). 
3. Kantoku (Intendant-General). 

3. Fuku Kantoku (Assistant-Intend ant). 

4. Kanto Ku-ho (Intendant of 2d Class). 
1. Shu Kei (Accountant). 

3. Shu Kei-fuku (Assistant-Aceountant). 

3. Gun-Bi (Store Keeper). 

4. Gun-ri-fuku (Assistant- Keeper, 

B. 
Gun-1 Ba, Medical Service. 

1. Gun-I So-Kan (Chief Inspector- General). 

2. Gun-I Kan (Inspector), 
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3. Gun-I no Kami (Principal DocLur). 

4. Gun-1 (Doctor of Ist Class). 

5. Gun-I Fuku (Doctor of 2d Class). 

6. Gun-I Hfi (Doctor of 3d Class). 

T. Taku Zai Kan (Inspector-Chemist). 

8. Yakn Zai-no-Kami (Principal Chemist). 

9. Zai Kuwan (Chemist of 1st Class). 

10. Zai Kuwan Fuku (Chemist of 2d Class). 

11. Zai Kuwan Ho (Chemist of 3d Class). 

0. 
Ba I Bu. Veterinary Department. 

1. Ba-1 Kan (Chief Veterinary Sui'geon . 

2. Ba-I (Veterinary Surgeon of 1st Class). 

3. Ba-I fuku (Veterinary 2d Class). 

4. Ba-1 Ho (Veterinary .3d Class). 

ElKU-GUN SAIBANSHO. (Court Martial.) 

1. Cho (Judge Advocate General). 

2. Hioji (Judge Advocate). 

3. Gon-Hioji (Assistant Judge Advccate). 

4. Shuri (Referees). 

5. Eoku-ji (Clerks of Court). 

KAI GUN SHO. (Naval Department.) 

This department has the general conts'oi of aifairs concerning the 

Davy, dcick-yards, arsenals, etc. It includes four sub-departments 

and four offices, besides the Marine Corps, Naval Court, and tlie 

Admiralty. 

Officers. 

1. Kiyo (Minister). 

2. Oae Tayu and one Shoyu (Fii-st and Second Vice-Min- 

3. Dai-j8 and Sho-j6 (Secretaries). 

SuB-DEPAKTurBNTs, Offices, Etc. 
1. Hisho Kiyoku (Private Secretary's Office), 
a. Hisho-Kuwan (Chief Private Secretary). 
h. Gon-hisho-Kowan (Assistant Private Secretary). 

c. Hisho (Private Secretary). 

d. Hisho Fuku (Assistant Private Secretary). 
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2. Guii-Jfu-Kiyoku (Office for making regulations aad reg- 
istering). 

«. HishokuwaD (Chief Private Secretary). 

i. GoD-Hissho Kuwan (Assistant Private Secretary) 

e. Hisiio (Private Secretary). 

d. Hisiio Fuku (Assistant Private Seoi'etary). 
Kuwai Kei Kiyoku (Office of Accountant). 

a. Shu Kei Dai Kan (Accountant General). 

i. Sliukei Shokan (Deputy Accountant Guneral). 

c. Sbukei (Accountant). 

d. Sliukei Fuku (Assistant Accountant). 

Heiki Kiyoku (Arsenal office ; having charge of the manu- 
facture aad storage of all kinds of anna). 

a. Ohio (Superintendent). 

b. Zoku-riyo (Under Siiperinteadent), 
SHOKUWAN. (Flag officers. ) 

Tai.flh6 (Admiral in chief). 

Chiu-jo (Vice-Admii-al). 

Sh6-sho (Rear-Admiral). 

Tai-sa (Capt^ln ) 

Chiu-sa, > 

Shft i (Fust and Second Conimanders). 

Tai-i (Staff Commander) 
Ohiu-i ( Lieut 1,11 ant Commander). 
Shfi-i (Lieutenant) 

SHU-SEN-RtYO. (Dock -yard.) 

a. Kami (Director). 

S. Goii-no-kami (Vice-Director). 

c. Sake (First Assistant Director). 

d. Gon-no-Suke (Second Assistant). 

e. Sakuwan (Clerks). 

Kikuwan Dai-kan (Inspector of Machinery). 

Kikiiwan Sh3-kan (Chief Machinist). 

Kikuwan Shi (Machinists). 

Sb&-shi (Director of Architecture). 

Shi (Instructors). 

K8-ch6 (Chief Caipenter). 

HEI GAKU RIYO. (Navai School.) 
Kami (Director). 
Gon-no-Kami (Vice-Director). 
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Suke (First Assistant Director). 

Goii-no-Suke (Second Assistant Director). 

Sakuwan (Clerks). 

Kiyo-ju (Teachers). 

Jo-Kiyo (Assistant Teachers). 

SUI-RO RIYO. (Hydrographic office. ) 
Kami (Director). 
Got! -no- Kami (Vice-Director). 
Suke (First Assistant Director). 
Gon-no-Suke (Second Assistant Director). 
Sakuwan (Clerks). 

GUN-I-RITO. (Medical Department.) 
Kami (Director), 
Gon-no-Kami (Vice-Director). 
Suke (First Assistant Director). 
Gon-no-Suke (Secomi Assistant Director). 
Sakuwan (Clerks). 

(Medical Staff.) 
Dai-I-Kan (Inspector General). 
Chiu-1-Kan (Chief Surgeon). 
Sho-I-Kan (Second Chief Surgeon), 
Gun-I (Surgeon), 
Gun-I-Fuku (Assistant Surgeon). 

SUI-HEI-HON-BU. (Marine Office.) 
(Omitted.) 
KAI GUN SAIBAN-SHO. (Naval Court.) 
Ohio (President). 
Hioji (Councillor). 
Gon-hioji (Assistant Councillors). 
Shun (Referees). 
Shoki (Clerks of Court). 

TEI TOKU FU. (Naval Stations' Office.) 
Tei-Toku (Admiral). 
Fuku-tei-toku (Vice- Admiral). 
Chi-kojl (Harbor Master). 
Sakuwan (Clerks). 
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MOM-BU-SHO (Department of Public Education). 
This department has the general control of all matters concerning 
public inslmction. OmcEBS. 

1. Kiyo (Minister). 

2. One Tayu, and one Slioyu {1st and 2d Vice-Minis tors). 

3. E)ai-j8 and Sho-j6 (Secretaries). 
-1. Roku (Clerks). 

(Board of Directors.) 

a. Dai Toku-Gaku (Director of Ist grade). 

b. Chu Toku-Gaku ( " of 2d " ). 
0. Sho Toku-Gaku { " of 3d " ). 

These Directors superintend the studies of all universities, colleges 
and schools, establish and reform the rules and regulations thereof, 
and supervise the examinations of the students. 

d. Shi-Gaku (Inspectors). 

e. Shoki (Clerks). 
KIYO-BU-SIIO (Department of Religion). 

This depai'tment has the general control of affairs conceniing the 
different sects of religion, 

OFiaCEKS. 

1. Kiyo (Minister). 

3. One Tayu and one Shoyu (1st and 'Zd Vice -Ministers). 
3 Dai jo and Sho-j6 (Secretaries). 
i. Boku (Clerks). 
KO-BU-SHO (Depai-tment of Public Worlts). 
This department has the general control of the public works. It 
has seven sub-departments under it. 

1 . K6-Zan Riyo (Mining Department). 

2. Tetsu-Do Eiyo (Railway Department). 

3. T8-Dai Kiyo (Lighthouse Department). 

4. Den-Shin Eiyo (Telegraphic Department), 

5. Sei-Saku Riyo (Building & Manufacturing Department). 
G. Yei-Zen-Riyo (Repairing Department). 

t. Kogaku-Riyo (Engineering School). 

Oppccbks. 

1. Kiyo (Minister). 

2. One Tayu and one Shoyu (1st and 2d Vice -Ministers). 

3. Dai-jS and Sho-j6 (Secretaries). 

4. Roku (Clerks). 
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The officers of each of the seven above mentioned sub -departments 
are as follows ; 

a. Kami (Director). 

h. Gon-«o-Kami (Vice -Director). 

0. Suke (First Vice-Director). 

d. Gon-no-Sake (Second Vice-Dire dor). 

e. Sakuwan (Cierba). 

SHI-HO-SHO (Judicial Department). 
Tlie functiona of this department are, to supei-iiitend the general 
administration of justice, fo perfect the organization for public pros- 
ecution, etc. It has one sub-department under it. 
OfFiCEKa. 

1. Kiyo (Minister), always a Sanghi (Counciliov of State), 

2. Tayu and So-yu (1st and 2d Vice-Ministers). 

3. Dai-j3 and Sho j6 (Secretaries). 

4. Koku (Clerks). 

(Office of the Public Prosecutor.) 



a. Dai-Kenji (Public Prosecutor of the Ist degre 

h. Gon-Dai-Ketiji ( " " " 2i 

c. Chiu-Kenji ( " " " S< 

d. Gon- Chiu-Kenji ( " " " 4 

e. Sh6-Kenji ( " " " 5 
/. Gon-Sh6-Kenji ( " " " 6 
y. Kenji-Ho (These officers (Kenji-Ho) discharge their 

duties under the direction of the Kenji). 

KU-NAI-SHO (Department of the Imperial Household). 

This department has the general control of all affaii's concerning 

the imperial palaces, summer houses, gardens, and of the household 

of the [mperial princes. 

Officbhs. 

1. Kiyo (Minister). 

2. One Tayu and one Shoyu (Ist and 3d Vice-Mi nisters). 

3. Dai-jo and Sho-jo (Secretaries). 

4. Koku (Clerks). 

Officers attached to the person of the Sovereign, 
a. Ji-ju-cho (First Great Chamberlain). 
h. Ji-jii-ban-eho (Second Great Chamberlain). 
c. Ji-ju (Chamberlain). 
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d. Ji-ko (Preceptor to the Emperor). 

e. Ji-I (Physicians to the Emperor). 

f. Yaku-zai-kuwan (Officers in charge of the Imperial 

dispensary). 
ff. Taku-zai-8ei (Chemists to the Emperor). 
h. Ghiyo-Sba (Equerries of Emperor). 
i. Zas-sho (Out-runnera). 

TAI-8HIN-IN. 

Tlie TaUShin-Ia joins simultaneoualy the power of the French 

Court of Cassation togetlier with that of the American Supreme 

This Court is composed of — 

1. One ChS (President). 

2. Hanji (Judges). 

3. Sakuwan (Clerks of Court). 

The Tai-Shin-In i-eeeives petitions of appeal, both ia civil and 
criminal cases ; it has the power to reverse any judgment given by 
any other court of justice; it has also authority to render null and 
void the effects of sentences pronounced by courts martial or naval 
courts, whenever the judges of these courts exceed theii- powers, and 
to order new sentences to be given by other judges. 

The Tai-Shin-In secures the uniform administration of laws in the 
different courts of justice, 

JO-TO-SAI-BAN-SHO (Court of Appeal). 
This court site in the capital cities, and in some principal towns. 
It is composed as follows : 

1. One Ch6 (President). 

2. Hanji (Judges). 

3. Hanji-h6 (Examining Magistrates). 

4. Sakuwan (Clerks of Court). 

Sentences of capital punishment, though rendered by the Jo-To- 
Sai-Bansho, must be further sanctioned by the Tai-Shin-In. This 
court receives petitions of appeal from the Fu and Ken Saibansho. 

FU-KEN SAIBANSHO (Fu or Ken Courts, or Provincial Courts) 
The Fu or Ken Saibansho have cognizance over all civil and 
criminal cases brought before them. In criminal cases sentences to 
imprisonment and hai-d labor for life must be sanctioned by the 
Court of Appeal before taking effect. 
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These courts are composed as follows : 

1. Hanji-Cho (President). 

2. Hangi (Judges). 

3. Hanji-h^ (Examining Magistrates). 

4. Sakuwan (ClerkSipf Court). 

KAl TAKU SHI. Department for tte Colonization of the 
Hokkai-D6 (Yesso). 

1. CMo Kuwan (President). 

2. Ji-Kuwan ( Vice-l'resident). 

3. Han-Kuwan (Secretaries). 
i. Kan-ji (Head Clerk). 

5. Sbwten (Clerks). 

By the Imperial edict of March, 1875, bodies of faiin soldiers 
were organized and stationed in " Hokkai-d6 (Yesso). By a decree 
issued about this time, the President of this Department was ap. 
pointed " Eiku Gun Chiu-jo " (lieutenant-general in the army), and 
certain officers were created chiefs of the different bodies of farm 
soldiers. 

A director of police and a certain number of policemen are nomi- 
nated by this department for the maintenance of order in " Yesso." 
KEI-SHI-CHO (Metropolitan Police Office). 

This bureau is devoted to the preservation of peace and order, 
1 the Fo of Tokio. It is composed of the following 

1. Dai-Kei-Shi, Chief Commissioner of Police. 

2. Kon-dai-Kei-Shi, Second 

3. Chiu-Kei-Shi, 1st Ass't 

4. Gon-Chiu Ii:ei-Shi, 2d " 

5. Sho-Kei-Shi, 3d '■ 

6. Gon-8ho Kei-Shi, 4th " 

7. Kei-bu, Commissary of Police. 

8. Kei-bu-Ho, Assistant Commissary. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE FIT AND KFN (Local Govern- 

Each Fu (city and its environs) is administered by the following 
officers : 

1. Chiji, Governor. 

2. Gon-Chiji, Vice- Governor. 



officers : 
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0. Sanji, 1st Seci'etaiy. 

4. Gon-Sanji, 3d " 

5. Sakuwan, Clerks. 

Each Ken (chief townsj and the region pertiiiiiijig thereto, hy the 
follow i Jig r 

1. Eei, Prefect. 

3. Gon-Eei, Suh-Pref'ect. 
3. Sanji, let Secretary. 



5. Sakuwan, Clerks. 

The Chiji are invested with the general administration of a Fu 
and the Eel with that of a Ken. They ail act under the direction of 
the central goyernment, and must preserpe peace and tranquility in 
the different parts of the eounti-y which they control. They collect 
taxes and promote arts, sciences and education. 

In open ports these officers superintend trade. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE HAK (Dependent Principalities of 
the Eiu-Kiii islands). 

The islands of liiu-Kiu are administered by the following olficei's : 

1. Han-6, Euler. 

The Han-6, who since the fifth year of Mei-ji (1813) was ap- 
pointed by Imperial decree Itto Kuwan (officer of first rank), holds 
the general administrative power over the Eiu-Kiu. 

2. Dai-Sanji, lat Secretary. 

3. Gon-dai- Sanji, 2d " 

4. Sho Sanji, Ist Assistant Secretary. 

5. Gon Sho Sanji, 3d " " 

The duties of these officers are to advise arid to assist the Han-o of 
Eiu-Kiu in administering the local affairs of the Han. 

GHI-IN (Deliberative Assembly of Local Officers). 

1. Ghi Chio (Pi-esident). 

2. Ghi-Ten (Members). 

3. Kanji Chio (Chief I 

4. Kanji (Managers). 

5. Sho Ki Kuwan (Secretai'ies). 

6. Sho Ki Sei (Clerks). 

7. Shikei Chio (Chief Accountant). 

8. Shi Kei (Accountant). 
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This assembly meets, as a rule, once a year; it is composed of the 
chief officers of all Fu and Ken. 

Kanji Cho represents the Ghi'Cho when this officer is absent. 

GEOGRAPHY. 
The Empire of Japan is situated in the N. W. part of the Pacific 
Ocean, and is composed of four large islands and of a great number 
of smaller ones. It lies between the longitude 16° 48' East (corre- 
sponding to 156° 36' East of Greenwich), Island of Chijima, in the 
Kuriles, and 16° 55' West of Tokio, Island of Yona Xuni, in the 
Riu Kill group, and the latitude 24° 20', Island of Hateruma, in the 
Riu Kiu group, and 51° North, Island of Chijima, in the Kuriles. 

It faces to the N. W. the Kingdom of Corea, and is separated fi-om 
it by the Japan sea. To the N. B. the archipelago of Chijima 
(Kurile Islands) extends towards Kamtchatslsa At the S. W, the 
Riu Kiu Islands are situated opposite the Island of Formosa and 
China proper. 

Its whole length, extending from one end to the other of the 
empire, measures more than 500 Eis ("about 1225 English miles), 
and its breadth varies from 30 to 60 Ris (about 73^ to 146 English 
miles). Its total area la 23,740 Square Ris. 

Chains of mountains extend from the Northeast to the South- 
west : these are divided into several lines. The highest mountain, 
called Fuji, is 14,170 feet in altitude ; its summit is covered with 
snow the greatest part of the year ; it is situated in the province of 
Snruga. 

The principal othei- high mountains ai'e as follows : 
Iwaki-Yama, in the province of Mutsu. 



Cho-kai-San, " 


Ugo. 


Tsukuba-San, " 


Hitachi. 


Asama-Yama, " 


" SJiinano. 


Mitake. 


.1 a 


Tate-Yaraa, " 


Yechiu. 


Haku-San, 


Kaga. 


O-Mine, " 


" Yamato. 


Ishi danehi Yam a. 


lyo. 


Un Sen Gatake, " 


Hizen. 


Aso-Yama, " 


Higo. 



Though well supplied with streams, the breadth of the country is 
too narrow to allow large rivers to be formed. 
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The three principal rivers aro : 

The Tone-gawa, taking its source in the province of Rodzuke. 

The Shinano-gawa, taking its source in the province of Shinano. 

And the Kiso-gawa, taking also its source in the province of 
Shinano. 

The other large ones are : Mogami-gawa, Abukiima-gawa, Kita 
Kami-gawa, Tenriu-gawa, Fuji-Kawa, Oi-gawa,Yoclo-gawa, Gk>-gawa, 
Yoshino-gawa, and Chicugo-gawa, The largest lake of Japan is 
that of " Biwa," in the province of Oiui, It has a civeumferenee of 
13 Ris 31 Chos (about 180 Enghsh miles). Many steamers ply upon it. 

The climate of Japan is temperate, with the exception of the ex- 
treme northern provinces, where intense cold prevails and where snow 
is abundant ; and tlie extreme southern provinces, whose climate is 

STATISTICS. 

According to the last census, made in 18t4, the total population of 
the Empire amounts to 33,300,615 souls, of whom 16,891,729 are 
men and 16,408,946 women. 

Of men 4,754,931 are under 14 years of age, 2,0-39,520 above 15, 
5,001,301 above 31, 3,631,290 above 40, 1,401,550 above GO, 
11,184 above 80 ; of 768 the age could not be proved, and of the in- 
habitants of Kurile Islands the age of 1,155 is unknown. 

Of the women 4,630,041 are under 14 years 6,623,900 are above 
15, 6,041,972 above 40, 110,870 above 80, and of 3,163 the age 
could not be ascertained. The people are living in 1,101,330 liouses. 

TEERITOEIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION. 

The whole country is divided into nine large districts, called D8 
(roads), which are subdivided into eighty-five provinces, in which 
three Fus (cities of which two are capitals) and fifty-nine Kens (chief 
towns) have been designated. 

Bach Fu (city and its environs) is administered by a Chiji {gov- 

Each of the fifty-nine Kens {chief towns and the region pertaining 
thereto) is administered by a Bei (prefect). 

The Hokkaido district (Tesso and the Kurile group) are adminis- 
tered by a special department called the Kai-taku-shi, elsewhere 
described. 

The islands of Riu Kiu constitute a Han, or department principal- 
ity, which is administered by a Han-6, as elsewhere described. 



Hosieanv Google 



The country is also divided into six military stations. 
The nine Dj, or large districta, iociude the following pro 



1st District (Kinai). 



1. Yamashiro 

2. Tamalo. 

3. Kawaclii. 



'2d nisTRiCT (Tohaidl). 



a. Ise. 




9. Idzu. 


3. Shima. 




10. Sagami. 


4. Owari. 






5. Mikawa. 




12, Awa. 


0. Totomi. i 


13. Shimosft, 


1. Suruga. 


14. Hitachi. 


3n DiSTEiCT ( Tos 


an-D3}. 


\. Omi. 


8. Iwashiro. 


2. Mi no. 


9. Rikuzen. 


?,. Hida. 


10. Rikucliiu 


4. Shinano. 1 


11. Mutsu. 


5. Kodsuke. 1 


12. Uzen. 


6. Shimodzuke. 


13. Ugo. 


7. Twaki, 




4th District ( Hohi 


roka-Di). 


1. Wakasa. 




5. Yecliiu. 


2. Techizen. 




6. Techigo. 


3. Kaga. 




7. Sado. 


4. Nolo. 






iiTii District (Sa 


4n DV). 


1. Tamba. 




5. Hoki. 


2. Tango, 




6. Idzumo. 


3. Tajima, 




T. Iwami. 


4. Inaba. 




8. Oki. 


liTH District (San 


-yo Dj.) 


1. I-Iarima. 




5. Bingo. 


2. Mimasaka. 




fi. Aki. 


3. Bizen. 




1. Suwo. 


4. Bichiu. 




8. Nagato. 
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u District 


(Nan-Kai-Do). 


1. Kii. 




4. Saiiuki. 


3. Awaji. 




5. lyo. 


S. Awa. 




fi. Tosa. 


8- 


H DrsTBiCT {Sai.Kai-D}). 


1. Chiknzen. 




7. Hiuga. 


2. Cliikugo. 




8. Osumi. 


3. Buzen. 




9. Satsuma. 


4, Butjgo. 




10. Iki. 


5. Hizeii. 




11. Tsushima. 


(i. Higo. 




12. Eiu-Kiu, 


H District 


Hok-Kni-D'i, Yesso and Kurile Islands). 


1. Oahima. 


7. Hidaka. 


2. Shiribeshi. 


8. Tokashi. 


3. lahigari. 


9 Kushiro. 


i. Teahio. 


10. Nemoro. 


5. Kitaini. 


! n. Chijiiiia, Kurile G 


6. Ibitri. 






riie Two Caimtat.s are 


1. Tokio. 


1 2. Kiyolo. 




rheTiiKKK Fits (Cities). 


1. Tgkio. 


1 -A. Osaka. 


2. Kiyoto. 


1 


The Fit- 


y-Njne Kekh (Chief Towns) are:\ 


1. Kanagaw 


i. 


12. Sakai. 


2. Hiogo. 




13. Miye. 


3. Nagasaki 




14. Watarai. 


4. Niigata. 




15. Aichi. 


5. Saitama. 




16. Hamamatsu. 


0, Kumagai 




17. Shidsiioka. 


1. Ashigara. 




IS. Yamanashi. 


8. Chiba. 




19. Shiga. 


9. Ibaraki. 




20. Ghifu. 


10. Tochigbi. 




91. Chikuma, 


11. Nara. 




22. Nagano. 
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23 Miyaglii. 
34. Fukushima. 
25. Iwamaye 

36. Wakamatsu. 

37. Iwai. 
28. I wade. 
39. Awomori. 



31. Oitama. 
.S3. Tsusugaoka. 
3.S. Akita. 

34. Tsuruga. 

35. Ishikawa. 
8<i. Niikawa. 

37. Aikftwa. 

38. Toyo-oka. 

39. Tottori. 

40. Shi mane. 

41. Hamada. 

Tlie head-quarters of the si 
lished in the following places : 
1st station in Tokio. 
2d " Osaka. 

Sd " Sendai, it 



42. Shikama. 

43. Hokujio. 

44. Okayama. 

45. Hiroshima. 

46. Yama-guchi. 

47. "Wakajama. 

48. MiotS. 

49. Kagawa. 

50. Tehime. 

51. Kochi. 

52. Fuknoka. 

53. Mitsuma. 

54. Kokura. 

55. Oita. 

56. Saga. 

57. Shirakawa. 

58. Mijasaki. 

59. Kagoshima. 

mililiary stations have been estah- 



I the province of liikuzen. 
■ the province of Owari. 
of Aki. 



Hiroshima, in the province of Aki, 
Kumamoto, in the province of Higo. 



TOKIO. 

Tokio (Yeddo), the capital of .Japan, and the seat of the govern- 
ment of the Empire, is situated in the province of Musashi, at the 
head of the great bay, known to foreigners as " Yeddo Bay," and at 
the mouth of the river Snmida, in lat. 35° 40' North and long. 139° 
47' East of Greenwich. 

This city, formerly the residence of the Shogun, when the Toku- 
gawa family held the ruling power, has a very large ai-ea, and is 
situated in the middle of the Empire. The population is 595,905 
inhabitants. 

Its commerce is greatly facilitated by the navigation of the river 
Sumida, which, flowing from the N. E. to the S.W., intersects Tokio 
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neaiiy in tlie middle, and also by its connections with many canals, 
and by a line of railway, going to the port of Yokoharaa. These 
gi-feat advantages have made of Tokio the largest emporium for the 
eommeroe of Japan 

In the year 1868, when this city was made the capital of the Em- 
pire and the place of residence of the Emperor, its former name of 
Teddo was changed in that of Tokio, which means the " Eastern 
Capital," in opposition to Kiyoto, the "Westei'n Capital." 

The public buildings are numerous ; the principals are ; The 
Dai-jo Kuwan (Central Government Office), the Genro-in (house of 
the Delibei-ative Assembly), the Tai-shin-in (the Supreme Court of 
Justice). It possesses also many barracks, colleges and schools, 
besides all the public offices, the Metropolitan Police office,. Telegraph 
offices. Hospitals, etc., etc. Streets, bridges and the rivei'-banks are 
kept in fine order. 

The raUroad communicates with Tokohama. The Telegraph 
extends to nearly all parts of the Empire and thence to Europe and 
America. 

Being open to foreign trade, a settlement has been allotted in the 
south-east part of the city for the residence of foreign merchants. 

There are also foreign legations and consulates, many Shinto and 
Buddhisl temples, parks, and public gardens. 

KIYOTO. 

Kiyoto, (Capital of the West), in the province of Yama-shiro, 
situated in lat. 35° 1' North and long. i° 3' West of Tokio (135° 
45' East of Greenwich) at 131 ria 35 chos from Tokio (abont 321 
Eng. miles). Population 238,663 inhabitants. 

This city, built by the Emperor Kuwammu Tenno, in the 13th 
year of Ywi-Riyaku (A. C. 194), was, untH the year 1868, the resi- 
dence of the Emperor of Japan. 

Kiyoto is located in a beautiful valley, surrounded by hUls ; al- 
though not of a very extensive area, the houses are well built and of 
neat appearance ; the streets intersect each other at right angles, and 
are kept remarkably clean. 

The river " Kamo," which ilows through the eastern part of the 
town, is crossed by numerous large bridges. 

This city is divided into two parts, the upper and the lower ; the 
former being called " Kami-Kiyo " and the latter " Shimo-Kiyo." 

Kiyofo is celebrated for its old ruins, ancient monuments and 
temples, and for its picturesque landscapes. The principal products 
are sUks and brocades. 
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OSAKA. 

Osaka is a large city, situated in the province of Settsu, lat. 34° 41' 
North, long. 4° 16' West of Tokio (135° 30' East of Greeowich), 
and only 13 Kis about 32 Eng. miles distant from Kiyoto. Osaka is 
divided into four quarters. Population 371,993. 

Lying on the banks of the river " Yodo," and connected with it 
by many canals, which are crossed by numerous bridges, Osaka is 
bounded by the sea on the south-west side. 

The foreign settlement has been selected in the western part of the 
town, called Matsushima. 

Osaka is the great centre of commerce of the southern and western 
parts of Japan, and the importance of its situation has made it the 
residence of many of the most wealthy merchants of the countiy. 

Besides a line of steamers, running between this city and Kiyoto, 
Osaka is also connected with the " Western Capita!," and Kobe by a 
line of railway. The principal buildings are : the Mint, tiie liailwaj- 
depot, the Provincial court, etc. 

OPEN PORTS. 

The ports upon to foreign commerce are as follows ; 

1. Yokohama, in the province of Musashi, openediti the year 1868. 

2. Osaka, in the province of Settsu, opened in the year 1868. 

3. Kobe, in the province of Settsu, opened in the year 1868. 

4. Nagasaki, in the province of Hizen, opened in the year 1858. 

5. Niigata, in the province of Yechigo, opened in the year 1868- 

6. Hakodate, in the island of Yesso (Hokkai Do), opened in the 
year 1858. 

HOKKAI DO. 

The Hokkai Dj, formerly caUed Yesso, is an island situated imme- 
diately north of Nippon, and separated from it by the strait of Tsu- 
garu. Its greatest length from north to south is 120 Ris (about 294 
English miles), and its greatest breadth 160 Eis (about 392 English 
miles). 

The soil is fertile only in some parts, while others are incapable of 
cultivation. 

It contains many volcanoes, some of which are still In full activity. 

The highest mountain is known as Shiri-beshi, and the largest 
river is called Ishikari-Kawa. 
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The whole island is divided into 11 provinces, and is administered 
by the Kaitakushi Department, whose principal office is at Sapporo, 
in the province of IshikAri. Three branch offices are stationed 
respectively at Hakodate, at Nemuro in the province of Nemuro, 
and at Enru-MotsMpe, in the province of Teshio. 

Telegraphic cominuni cation extends aa far as Otaru, in the province 
of Shiribeshi. 

On the aonthwestem coast the population, consisting chiefly of col- 
onists from the central and the soathern islands, is actively employed 
in clearing and developing waste lands. 

The aboriginal natives of Yesso genei-aUy live in the mountain 
regions and upon the northern sea coasts. Their language and 
customs are different from those of the inteiior, and although uncul- 
tivated they ai-e all orderly and gentle in habits, and diUgently occupy 
themselves in bunting and fishing. 

Chishima is the name of a chain of islands known to foreigners 
aa the Kuriles, lying to the northeast of Hokkai Dj, extending from 
the latitude 44^ to 51° north, and facing Kamtchatsk^. 

The largest of these islands are called Kunashiri, Tetoraf ami 
TJrup. 

In the 8th year of Mei-ji (1815) these islands became a pai't of 
the Japanese Empire, in exchange for a portion of the Karafuto 
(Saghalieii), which was ceded to Russia. 

RIU-KIU ISLANDS. 

The Eiu Kiu Islands aie situated to the southwest cf SUauma 
at a distance ot 130 Ris ( ibout 320 Engh^b miles) 

The piincipal isHnd la Okinawa, which is in length ibout 2i Kts 
(about 18 English mdes) and in breadth from 4 to 10 Ris (between 
10 and 24 English miles) Thirty sijl imillei islands complete the 
group. 

The whol legion ot the Riu Km is dmded into thrpe listricts 
namely, Kuni kami Waka gami and Shimajin Shihon it the 
capital of the isKnds The climate is lery waim conse juently there 
is no inow 01 ice in the ■^eveiest wmtei 

Anciently the country wis govprned under the fe idal system The 
power was exercised by " Anses,' whose sway resembled that ot 
feudal princes. 

The country was weak, and the people feeble and unfit for active 
service. The people are generally well disposed, and are devoted to 
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Bucli literaiy j uii ut3 ii 'me witliin thtir undei'ftinliiiT Tlie Ian 
guage they use is the same as that of Japin proper There is 
nothiDg 8pecij,Uy distinctue in their dre'^s, excepting thit they wcai 
their mbea looker than the people of the intenoi, aod that thoir haii 
is peculiarly aiT^ngecl, anil a, dei/Oiated with metilbc pin« 

In the third yeir of Bunji, (^llSlJ the chief of i powerful clan, 
named Uri-soye An se bhuntenno, son of Tametomo ( whoa nephew 
Yoritomo, was the first of the Skoguns, in about the year 1185), was 
called upon to quell a dangerous insurrection, and having tranquilized 
the countiy; was nominated the supreme ruler. 

In the year 1609 the Satsuma elan conquered Biu-kiu, by order of 
the Tokugawa Sh&gun of that time, and since then the goyernment 
has acknowledged ifaelf tributary to Japan. 

By an imperial decree of the liftb year of Mei-ji (1813) the title 
of " Han " was given to the Kiu-kiu, and the present i-uler, Shotai, 
was created Itto Kuwan (Officer of the firat rank) of the Empire 
and has a residence prepared and given to him by the government in 
the city of Tokio; a certain number of officers have also been sent to 
reside in Riu-kiu as local administrative olfflcera. 
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OUTLINES OF JAPANESE HISTORY. 



Ou k o 1 dj^e f b e y eailiesfc periods of Japanese history is 

ry unc ta n [to the time of Niaigino Mikoto, who fixed his 

1 nee at the n j e al e ty of Hiuga. His gi'eatgrandson, Jim- 

Tenno left H ga d organized an expedition into the eastern 

reg ons He also t nqu 1 ze 1 the central districts. On entering the 

1 at f "iam to he de e mined to make Kashi-wara the capital 

ot h 1 m n n and 1 ye there. From that date, the first year of 

I ()60 B. C), the imperial line has continued un- 

pvesent time. Many Emperors having changed 

h e are about 30 places in the province of Tamato 

in Omi, Settsu or Kawachi. 

i (88 B. C.) Sujin Tenrio despatched four generals 
to various turbulent districts and thoroughly subdued them. Toyoki- 
irihiko, his son, was appointed to the government of the eastern 
provinces. 

In 141 (82 A. C. ), Keiko Tenno, the twelfth Emperor, conquered 
the rebels of the western provinces in person. Afterwards he sent 
hia gou, J:'amato-takeno- mikoto, to pat down insnrrection, both in the 
west and in the east; and the Empire became perfectly tranquil. 

In the year 795 (135 A. C.), the thirteenth Emperor, Seimu- 
Tenno, divided the empire into provinces, districts, cities, towns, and 
so forth, bounded by mountain chains and river streams. 

The fifteenth Emperor, Ojin Tenno, the son of Chiuai Tenno, who 
died before his son's birth, was aided in the government of the empire 
by the Empress dowager, Jingo-kogo. The last named conquered 
Corea in the year S60 (300 after J. C), made of it a Japanese colony 
and forced it to pay tribute to Japan, In 898 (238 after J, C), or 
in the thii-d year of Kii}-tsu, according to the Chinese calendar, a 
mission was sent from Japan to China, when Min-ti, of the Oi dy- 
nasty, was King of the latter country ; and in the following year 
Minti sent a mission to Japan in turn. In the year 9i6 (285 after 
J. C), a Corean subject named Wani, came to Japan and brought 
with Hm a book called Eongo, a part of Chinese classics. 

(33) 
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The aixteeiiLh Emperor, Nintoku Tenno, was a good and benevolent 
maa, and paid special attention to the administration of tlie govern- 
mental affairs of the Empire. He was very charitable to the poorer 
classes of people and was himself economical in his tastes and habits. 
For three years he excused his subjects from all taxation, so that they 
became greatly enriched. Also, during his reign, there was do such 
thing as a criminal trial. For all these things, he was called " the 
Sage Emperor." 

Richiu Tenno, the seventeenth Emperor, sent skilled annalists into 
all the diffei'ent provinces to collect the legends of the people and 
compile records. 

In the year 1212 (552 after J. C.) dming the reign of Kim-mei 
Tenno, a Buddhiat idol and several religious books of Buddha wei'e 
brought to Japan. 

In the reign of the thirtieth Emperor, Bitatsu Tenno, a great 
struggle took place between Sogauo TJmako, who was devoted to the 
doctrine of Buddha, and Mono-nobe-no-Moriya, who was bitterly 
opposed fo it. Tiie latter was overthrown and killed, after which 
Buddhism was gi'adually introduced into the country. 

Suiko-Tenno, thirty-third emperor, instituted the twelve degrees of 
rank. In the year 1266 (606 after J. C), he sent Ouo-no-Imoko on 
a mission to China, while an Emperor of the Zui dynasty sat on 
the throne of that country. 

In the year 1305 (645 after J. C), when Kotoku Tenno ascended 
the throne, he eslablished the custom of attaching a special came to 
a certain period of years, and gave the name of Dai-Kwa to the first 
years of his reign. We have up to tlie present time 228 periods in- 
cluding the present period of Meiji. He also established fixed bound- 
aries to the different provinces, placed them under the imperial juris- 
diction, and appointed governors to rule over them. Besides this he 
built postal stations, erected barracks for the soldiers , enrolled an 
army for the defense of the Empire, organized various departments 
of governments, regulated the payment of pensions, the grades of rank 
and the boundaries of the dominions of the hereditary nobles, framed 
funeral rites, and founded a code of morality. 

Tendji Tenno, the thirty-eightli Emperor, increased the grades of 
rank to the number of twenty-six. He made the registration of the 
people compulsory and instituted a regular court etiquette. A clep- 
sydra was placed in the court which he had invented himself before 
ascending the throne. During his reign, water wheels were invented. 
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iroii-ivare manufactured for the first time, schools founded, and govern- 
mental statutes devised. This is the emperor who is distinguished as 
being the one who had the moat prospei-ous i-eign of the middle ages. 

In the reigns of the fortieth Emperor, Tenmu Tenno, and the forty- 
second Emperor Bumbu-Tenno, the laws, both political and social, 
underwent great improvements. A regular way of dressing the hair 
of both sexes also came into use in the reiga of Tenmu Tenno. 

The forty-first Empress, Jito Tenno, introduced the Chineae calen- 
dar into Japan. She also issued a proclamation throughout all the 
provinces that one fourth of the male population should be enrolled in 
the army and properly drilled. 

In 1454 (794 after J. C.) in the reign of Kwan-mu Tenno, the 
capital was moved from Yamato ; and the city called Hei-an-Jio was 
fixed upon for the imperial residence. This is the city now known 
as Kiyoto. 

The fifty-sixth Emperor, Seiwa Tenno, created the office of Setsuahio 
(Prime minister) and the fifty-ninth Emperor. Uda Tenno, that of 
Kwanbaku (same as Setsusbio). This latter office became hereditary 
in the Fujiwara family, who grew so powerful that the influence of 
the Imperial family gradually declined. 

Daigo Tenno, the sixtieth, and Murakami Tenno, the sixty-second 
Emperor, both actually administered public affairs themselves, so that 
the empire became exceedingly peaceful and prosperous. They are 
greatly extolled, therefore, by the historians of the present day. 

Go-Sanjio Tenno, the seventy-first Emperor, opened a recording 
office, fixed the price of all articles of merchandise, and regulated the 
capacity of measures. He suppressed the influence of the Fujiwara 
family, and the imperial power again flourished. 

In 1830 (1160 after J. C), during the reign of Nijio Tenno, the 
seventy-eighth Emperor, Taira-no-Kiyomori and Minamoto-no- 
Yoshitomo, the representatives of the two famous military families, 
Taira and Minamoto, engaged at battle at Kiyoto. The former, being 
victorious, made himself Dai jio-Daij in, (Prime minister) and took the 
administi'ation of the government into his own hands. 

In 1840 (118*1 after J. C), during the reign of the eighty-first 
Emperor, Antoku Tenno, Yoritomo, the son of Yoshitomo, raised an 
army in the province of Idzu to attack the Heishi (Taira family). 
Many others of the Genji (Minamoto family) in the different provinces 
also raised armies in connection with Yoritomo. About this time 
Kiyomori died ; and his son, Munemori, with his family, seized upon 
the Emperor and escaped to Tsukusbi. 
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Gotoba Tenno then asceniJed the throne at Kiyoto. After over- 
throwing the Heishi, Yoritomo was promoted to the office of Shokoku 
S6tsui-lioshi (Geneml-in-cliief). He made his followers governois 
or rulere over the different provinces. Moreover, he established a 
military metropolis at Kamakura and held the political power of the 
empii-e in his hands. Finally, he was appointed Sei-i-Dai-Shogun, 
and all affairs of war were governed by the military classes. Thus 
originated the feudal system and the decline of the influence of the 
Imperial court. 

On the death of Yoritomo and hia sons, Yori-iye and Sanetomo, 
who had succeeded him, the family of Genji became extinct ; and the 
Hojio family, dependents of the Genji, invited the princes and sons 
of the nobility from Kiyoto to Kamakura and made them Shogun. 
This family held the reins of government until the ninth generation. 

In the reign of Go-uda Tenno, the ninety-first emperor, 1941 
(1281 after J. C), when Plojio Tokimune was at the head of affairs, 
an immense army came from Gen (China and Mongolia) to invade 
the empire. But the Japanese fought bravely, and at the same time 
a violent hurricane took place and capsized all of the enemy's vessels, 
so that only three persons out of one hundred thousand escaped to 
their homes. 

In the year 1991 (1331 after J. C.) Go-daigo Tenno, the ninety- 
sixth emperor, proposed to slay all the Hojio family, as he was ex- 
asperated at the widely extended influence they had acqufa^d. On 
this scheme leaking out, Hojio Takatoki attacked Kiyoto, and forced 
the emperor' to reti'eat to Kasagi, where he called upon Kusunoki- 
Masashige to flght against the enemy. Masashige accordingly raised 
an array at Akasaka, and fortified himself at Kongosan. Takatoki 
placed Kogen Tenno upon the thi'one, and removed Go-daigo Tenno to 
Oki. In the following year, however, Nitta-Yoshisata and Ashikaga- 
Taka-uji raised large bodies of troops, and in conjunction with Masa- 
shige, attacked Takatoki and slew him. With his death the family 
of Hojio became extinct. On the return of Go-daigo Tenno to 
Kiyoto, Kogen Tenno was detlironed. This event is celebrated in 
Japan as the restoration of imperial influence. 

Soon after this the treasonable Taka-uji made himself Sei-i-Dai- 
Shogun ( gen eral-in -chief), and took possession of Kiyoto by force. 
He then placed Komei Tenno, the yonnger brother of Kogen Tenno, 
npon the throne, Go-daigo Tenno being obliged to leave Kioto for 
Yoshino, which is generally called Nancho (Southern dominions), in 
the same way that Kioto is called Hokucho (Northern dominions). 
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Fi'om this timu the fiimily of Ashikagn resided a.i Kiyoto, and inherited 
the oiHce of Shogun, all the affairs of government being administered 
by them. 

Go-daigo Tenno and his graodson, Go-ka-meyania Tenno, reigned 
ill Yoflhino for fifty-seven years. In the eleventh year of the reign 
ff Gokomatsu Tanno, of the Northern dominions, the two branches 
of the imperial family declared peace, and Go-kameyama returned 
to Kiyoto, where the ceremony of yielding (by him) and succeeding 
to the throne (by Gokomatsu 'i'eniio) took place. The imperial line 
now became united ; but still the controlling power of the empire re- 
mained in the hands of the Ashikaga family. 

In the year 2202 (1542 after J. C), when Go-na-ra, the one 
hundred and fourth emperor, sat on the throne, and Ashikaga Toshi- 
haru was Shogun, a Portuguese named Pinto ai-rived in Japan ; and 
in the following year he sent merchant vessels to Nagasaki and other 
ports of the coast of Kiushin for purposes of trade. 

In the year 2233 (15t-S after J. C), in the reign of Ogimachi 
Tenno, the Ashikaga family became extinct by the death of the thir- 
teenth Shogun of .that time, Oda-Nobunaga took the place of the 
Ashikaga, and controlled the affaii-s of the empire, taking up his 
residence in the imperial province. He was then promoted to the 
ofiice of tJdaijin. 

About this time several heroes appeared, and conflicts without end 
took place between them. Nobunaga had a great desire to conquer 
and subdue them, and was just on the point of obtaining the victory 
when he was killed by one of his commanders, Akecbi Mitsuhide. 
Another of his commanders, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, a famous hero, at 
once slew Mitsuhide, and finally succeeded in restoring peace to the 
empire. He was then promoted to the office of Kwan-baku, and 
afterwards received the title of Taiko. In the year 2252 (1592 after 
"J. C.) he invaded Corea, destroyed Us capital, and took its prince 
prisoner. The Ming dynasty of China sent reinforcements to Corea, 
but they were badly defeated. The Chinese empei'or then sued for 
peace, but it was refused ; and again his forces were beaten in Corea. 
At length Hideyoshi died from sickness, and consequently the army 
disbanded, and its commanders recalled from Corea, Tokugawa 
lyeyasu and some others obeyed Hideyoshi's last i-equest, and also 
aided his son, Hideyori, to administer the political affairs of the 
empire. 

In the year 326S (lliCS after J. C), when the one hundred and 
sixth emperor, Go-Yoiei Tenno, was reigning, lyeyasu was appointed 
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E NuMDEK AMD Tonnage ov Sailing Vessf.ls ani 

Ships, engaged in Home Trade in 1873, 

dlassifloation of Vessels. Vessels. 
Vessels on Japanese style, of from 8 tons to 

383 tons, 22,670 

Sailing Vessels on foreign style, 33 

Steamers (T,079 H.P.), 102 



7,346 
30,718 



Totnl, 



22,804 



POST, TKLKGUAPH, A:N"11 KAILEOADH. 
Post. 





1873. 


1874. 


Letters, orUinai'y, 


9 721,290 


1C,728,025 


" registered. 


114,742 


268,577 


Newspapers, 


514,610 


3,629,648 


Books and Samples, 


34,908 


33,8-24 


Letters, postage free, 


90,243 


178,109 


" containing species. 


6e,r:05 


95,235 


Dead letters, 


2,^99 


4,005 


Total, 


10,550,902 


19,937,423 


Teleoka 


PUS. 






1873. 


1S74. 


Length of lines opened or in con- 






struction (English miles), 


1,755 


3,510 




21fi,79C 


396,289 


Total receipts in Japanese gold Yen, 


50,777-7 


114,560 


Railroads. 






Ki 


jgiish miles. 


Length of Lines opened, 




37-99 


" " in construction, 




27-00 



ARMY AND NAVY, 

AltJIIY. 

Imperial Body Guard, 3994 men. 

Garrisons : First headquarters, Tokio ; second headquarters, Sen- 
dai ; third headquarters, Nagoya ; fourth headquarters, Osaka ; 
fifth headquartei-K, Hiroshima ; sixth headquarters, Kuniamsito : 
total, 37,812. 

Navy. 

The navy consists of 20 vessels, manned hy 3757 men. 
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